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minor groups. The Palau Islands were added to the map by
Villalobos in 1542, though Drake had previously seen Yap.
In 1686 Lazeano penetrated farther afield and gave to the
southern archipelago the name that it still bears, ** Las Islas
Carolinas," after King Carol II of Spain. But the combined
discoveries of these early navigators were limited and it was
not till a survey was undertaken in 1824 by the French ship,
La Coquille—and four years later by the Russian corvette,
Seniavine—that precise knowledge was acquired as to their
relative positions and importance.
The native population of the three archipelagos—to which
in more recent days the geographical title of Micronesia has been
given—are no doubt the descendants of Malayans from the
west and Polynesians from the east, with some Melanesian blood
from the south, but there are marked distinctions between the
inhabitants of the different groups.    Two divisions are widely
separated—the Chamorros and the Kanakas.   The former, who
number in all about 3,000, are reported to be the more intelligent.
They are found in the Mariana group and in the island of Yap
and Palau (Pelew) in the western Carolines.    Their original
home is said to have been Guam.    The Japanese authorities
report that while the Kanaka population remains stationary in
numbers the Chamorros are increasing.    The Kanakas are far
more numerous, numbering about 45,000, but the name includes
many different types of Pacific islander.    In the western islands
the trace of Malay origin is very evident while   farther east
Polynesian characteristics predominate.    To the south the type
is more Melanesian,    The Chamorros and Kanakas, although
amicably disposed, live entirely separate, the Chamorros con-
sidering themselves a superior and more civilized race.    Many
languages are spoken in the archipelagos and often the dialects
of islands of the same groups are so different as to be unintelli-
gible to the neighbours.   To-day under the Japanese Mandate
the Japanese language is being introduced as the inter-island
tongue and is already known and spoken amongst the majority
of the younger generation within reach of educational facilities.
Unfortunately it is a difficult tongue to acquire.
The natives of the islands vary in character as they vary in
.   appearance, but as a general statement they may be described as
docile, law-abiding, thriftless and idle.    Nature supplies them,
at little or no cost and almost without effort on their part, with
practically all that they require, for except near the settlements

